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The Armenian Church acknowledges the two of the twelve apostles of Christ, Thaddeus and Bartholomew as its original 
founders of Christianity, who preached in Armenia and as a consequence of their preaching they were put to death in 
Ardaz, the southern region of Armenia.  Until the official conversion of Armenia which took place in 301 A.D. there are 
strong indications and fragmentary documents that refer to certain bishops as successors of the two apostles.  However, 
it was only in 301, when Christianity was proclaimed as the state religion of Armenia by king Trdat and the patron saint 
of the Armenian Church, St. Gregory the Enlightener.  Gregory was of a noble family, he was educated and served in 
the royal palace. However, because of his steadfast faith in Christ, he was put in the dungeon of Artashat by the pagan 
king Trdat, who later became very ill.  There was nothing that could heal the king.  After thirteen years of imprisonment 
in a deep pit, which is known as Khor Virap, Gregory was delivered from the dungeon by the supplications of the king’s 
sister, who believed that only Gregory could heal her brother through his strong faith and fervent prayers.  The Saint 
baptized the ill king and prayed over him. God healed the king.  Then, the king helped Gregory to convert and baptize 
the whole county to Christianity.  Having accomplished his mission, and advanced in age, Gregory relinquished the care 
of the church to his second son, Aristakes, who already had been serving as his vicar, and, in that capacity he had 
attended as a delegate of the Armenian Church the first Council of Nicea, in 325.  St. Gregory the Enlightener then 
retired from his position as the first Catholicos of Armenia and lived as a monk until his death. 
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   Parishioners at St. Mary Church of Hollywood, Fla., celebrated the 16th consecration anniversary of the present church 
building on Sunday, December 14, with services and a festive luncheon. 
   Archbishop Khajag Barsamian, Primate of the Diocese of the Armenian Church of America (Eastern), visited the parish 
on this occasion and celebrated the Divine Liturgy, with the Rev. Fr. Vartan Joulfayan, parish pastor, assisting. 
   Archbishop Barsamian spoke about the centennial of the Armenian Genocide of 1915, which Armenian communities 
across the world will observe next year. He reflected on how this milestone year will be both a time of solemn 
remembrance and also "an occasion to celebrate the miracle of our people's survival, and our continuation as a people of 
faith." 
   "That miracle of persistence is visible across all our parishes, and of course, it is visible here at St. Mary Church," the 
Primate said. "It is so wonderful to see how this parish has grown together over the past decade and a half, and how new 
generations of Armenians here in Florida have been inspired by our faith and heritage." 
   At a luncheon following services, the community honored longtime parishioners Arbo and Virginia Zakaryan. The 
couple has been involved with the parish since its earliest days in Miami. Mrs. Zakaryan is a longtime choir member. Her 
husband has served on the parish council for many years, and is currently its chair. 
   "The Zakaryans are respected and loved by our entire parish," Fr. Joulfayan said. "They are very humble and devoted 
members of St. Mary Church, and we wanted to recognize their exemplary dedication and leadership in our community." 
   The parish presented the couple with a plaque in appreciation of their service. On behalf of the Eastern Diocese, 
Archbishop Barsamian presented them with the "St. Vartan Award." 
   Parish youth presented a program of poetry recitations and musical performances. Andrew Dilanchian, Caden Davitian, 
Michael Joulfayan, and Alina Davitian recited Vahan Tekeyan's poem "Yegeghetsin Haygagan." Violinist Sage McBride 
and clarinetist Joseph Yanikomshian presented "Der Voghormia," followed by "Groong" on the violin. 
   Eddy Masraff prepared a video presentation, and Claudia Lusararian sang the national anthems of the United States and 
Armenia. Harout Esmerian served as the master of ceremonies. 
   The anniversary luncheon was sponsored by Bedo and Anna Kazazian in memory of their parents. The luncheon 
committee was chaired by Seta Baldadian. A special anniversary booklet was prepared by Yn. Gayane Joulfayan.  
   The Hollywood Armenian community traces its roots to the late 1930s, when Armenians first began to settle in South 
Florida. The first house of worship was purchased in Miami in 1951, and consecrated as St. John the Baptist Church in 
1953. In the late 1980s, when the building had aged beyond repair, the parish sold the property and drew up plans to erect 
a new church. 
   In February 1996, His Holiness Karekin I, the late Supreme Patriarch and Catholicos of All Armenians, blessed the 
ground for St. Mary Church during his first historic pontifical visit to the United States. Within two years construction 
was completed, and the present-day building was consecrated as St. Mary Church on December 13, 1998. 
 

       Public Relations of the Diocese of the Armenian Church (Eastern) 

Celebrating the 16th Anniversary of St. Mary and  
  Honoring Mr. & Mrs. Arbo and Virginia Zakaryan 

 

The Pastor and Parish Council would like to thank the 16th Anniversary committee chaired by Seta Baldadian, Bedo and Anna 
Kazazian, for sponsoring the celebratory luncheon, Harout Esmerian, Esq., for serving as the Master of Ceremonies, our talented 
youth, for their performances, Claudia Lusararian, for singing the National Anthems, Armand Dilanchian, for offering remarks on 
behalf of the Parish Council, and all our parishioners and friends, for being part of the 16th anniversary and contributing in many 
ways.  God bless our church, our families and children, and grant us many more anniversaries always together. 
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Many thanks to the amazing altar servers, choir members and our 
youth for the dedication and lovely service they offer to their 
church, and in return, they receive the blessings of God.   
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Pledge Card Form 
 

Yes, I want to pledge a monthly, (by-monthly or quarterly) donation to my church.   
 

 Name _______________________________________________ 

 Address _____________________________________________ 

 City State Zip__________________________________________ 

 Phone (H) ______________________ (W)___________________ 

 (Cell) _____________________ Email ______________________ 

 We/I hereby pledge our/my gift of $ ____________________ to be offered 

 Monthly ____________ By-monthly ___________ Quarterly __________ 

 Starting on ___________________ (month/day/year). 

 Signature _______________________________  Date ______________ 

   

      

 
              
         By Fr. Vartan 
� �

� What are the elements that lead us to fellowship?  PRAYER  – Is one of the ways that lead us 
to fellowship. 
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“Forbearing one another in love.” 
Do we do as the Apostle says?  Are we eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit?  Christ is the center of our 
community and it is through Him and by Him that we become part of the Christian circle, the many members 
of one Body, and thus, we enter into the fellowship of faith.  
 

Fellowship or partnership in Jesus is not something that we should be looking for somewhere out there, or 
within the boundaries of our own parish or church walls.  It is not a program, a set of rules, traditions or 
cultural and social elements.  It is the seeds of faith that are given to us by God through the Spirit, about which, 
Jesus speaks and tells us the story of the sower.  (Mt. 13:3-9).  The seeds are given to us abundantly, but some 
fall along the path and are devoured by the birds, others fall among the thorns and the thorns chock them, some 
others fall on the rocks and because there isn’t enough soil, the sun rises and they wither away.  Some other 
seeds fall in good soil and bring forth a hundred-fold.  Without a solid foundation of faith, our fellowship in 
Christ cannot sustain.  Are we the good soil?  We should be worthy to the calling we are called for.  Faith in 
Jesus must grow within us day-by-day and become a great shrub upon which the birds of the sky can make 
nests in its branches. (Mt. 13:32) 
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Please cut and mail this form with your donation to St. Mary. Thank you! 
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Please support your 
church and contribute to the well being of 
your parish. 
  Thank you! 
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Dedicated to the 
Martyrs of the 

Armenian Genocide  

 

 

Sponsor a pew in the church  
in memory of your loved one. 

 
$1000 / one section 

 

You will be establishing a lasting 
memorial for your loved one, and, in 
the meantime, you’ll be supporting 

the church. 
 

Please contact Fr. Vartan or call  
the church office. 

You may also choose to sponsor a 
manuscript painting to be hung  

in the church 
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Sunday Divine Liturgy 
 

Starts at 10:30 am 
 

Join us for prayer and fellowship 
 

 

 

Dear Parishioners, 
 

If you haven’t been receiving mail from  
St. Mary, please inform us of your current mailing 

address, so we can correct our mailing data and mail 
you our church news. 

 

Please, e-mail us at: stmaryfl@aol.com 
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 12:30 pm 
 

MENU 
 

Soujouk with Eggs 
Cheese ‘Beorek’ 

Stuffed grape leaves 
Bagel with cream cheese & jelly 

Armenian string cheese 
White beans ‘Piaz’ 

 Tomatoes, cucumbers & olives 
Fruits 

Dessert & coffee 
Soda or bottle water 

 
All Inclusive 

 

Adults: $15;  Students: $10 
 

Sun. School kids: $5 
Hot dogs, chips and juice 
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Thursday 25 – Christmas   
  St. Stephan the Martyr Deacon 
 

Saturday 27 – Holy Apostles St. Peter and St. Paul 
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Monday 5 – Armenian Christmas Eve  
  Holy Badarak 6:30 pm 
�
Tuesday 6 - SOORP DZNOUNT Liturgy - 10:30 am  
�
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Sunday 11 - Blessing of Water - 10:30 am  
 Armenian Brunch - 12:30 pm  

 Sunday School Children’s Program 
�

Saturday 31 – FOOD & MUSIC FEST 
� � St. Sarkis the Commander�
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Sunday 1 – FOOD & MUSIC FEST 
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Sunday 29 – PALM SUNDAY  


March 30 — April 4 - Holy Week  
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Sunday 5 – HOLY EASTER / RESURRECTION  
  OF OUR LORD CHRIST JESUS 
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· Hall Can Accommodate Up To 225 Guests 
· Hard Wood Dance Floor 
· Large Bar & Commercial Kitchen 
· Beautiful Courtyard 
· Caterer Available Upon Request 

 

Perfect for any of your upcoming events! 
 

Weddings, Christenings, Anniversaries,  
Family Reunions, Sweet Sixteen,  

Business Meetings, Alumni Events   
And any other event you can think of!  

4050 NW 100 Ave. Hollywood, FL 33024.  Tel: 954-450-5578; E-mail: stmaryfl@aol.com 
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