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The Armenian Church acknowledges the two of théusvapostles of Christ, Thaddeus and Bartholomeitsawiginal
founders of Christianity, who preached in Armema as a consequence of their preaching they were pieath in
Ardaz, the southern region of Armenia. Until tiiBotal conversion of Armenia which took place iOBA.D. there are
strong indications and fragmentary documents &t to certain bishops as successors of the twstl®s. However,
it was only in 301, when Christianity was procladres the state religion of Armenia by king Trdad #me patron saint
of the Armenian Church, St. Gregory the Enlighten@regory was of a noble family, he was educatetiserved in
the royal palace. However, because of his steaf##éistin Christ, he was put in the dungeon of Ahat by the pagan
king Trdat, who later became very ill. There washimg that could heal the king. After thirteeraggof imprisonment
in a deep pit, which is known as Khor Virap, Grggaas delivered from the dungeon by the supplicatiof the king's
sister, who believed that only Gregory could heallbrother through his strong faith and fervenypra. The Saint
baptized the ill king and prayed over him. God bddhe king. Then, the king helped Gregory to eshand baptize
the whole county to Christianity. Having accomipéid his mission, and advanced in age, Gregorygwikhed the care
of the church to his second son, Aristakes, wheaaly had been serving as his vicar, and, in theaty he had
attended as a delegate of the Armenian ChurchirdteCfouncil of Nicea, in 325. St. Gregory the ightener then
retired from his position as the first Catholicdsdomenia and lived as a monk until his death.




Celebrating the 16th Anniversary of St. Mary and
Honoring Mr. & Mrs. Arbo and Virginia Zakaryan

Parishioners at St. Mary Church of Hollywooda.fFcelebrated the 16th consecration anniversatiyeopresent church
building on Sunday, December 14, with servicesafaktive luncheon.

Archbishop Khajag Barsamian, Primate of the Bsgcof the Armenian Church of America (Easterrsjited the parish
on this occasion and celebrated the Divine Litumggh the Rev. Fr. Vartan Joulfayan, parish pastesisting.

Archbishop Barsamian spoke about the centemitie Armenian Genocide of 1915, which Armeniamounities
across the world will observe next year. He refldcon how this milestone year will be both a tinfesolemn
remembrance and also "an occasion to celebratenitiagle of our people's survival, and our contimuags a people of
faith."

"That miracle of persistence is visible acroé®ar parishes, and of course, it is visible hatést. Mary Church,” the
Primate said. "It is so wonderful to see how thasigh has grown together over the past decade &atf,2and how new
generations of Armenians here in Florida have legpired by our faith and heritage.”

At a luncheon following services, the commurtitgnored longtime parishioners Arbo and Virginia @lan. The
couple has been involved with the parish sincearsiest days in Miami. Mrs. Zakaryan is a longtiom®ir member. Her
husband has served on the parish council for maaysy and is currently its chair.

"The Zakaryans are respected and loved by dinegrarish,” Fr. Joulfayan said. "They are verynble and devoted
members of St. Mary Church, and we wanted to rezegheir exemplary dedication and leadership inaammmunity."

The parish presented the couple with a plaquapipreciation of their service. On behalf of thestEen Diocese,
Archbishop Barsamian presented them with the "&ttan Award."

Parish youth presented a program of poetryateits and musical performances. Andrew Dilanchizagen Davitian,
Michael Joulfayan, and Alina Davitian recited Vahgkeyan's poem "Yegeghetsin Haygagan." ViolinejeSMcBride
and clarinetist Joseph Yanikomshian presented @ghormia," followed by "Groong" on the violin.

Eddy Masraff prepared a video presentation,@iaddia Lusararian sang the national anthems obthited States and
Armenia. Harout Esmerian served as the masterrefraanies.

The anniversary luncheon was sponsored by BedoAmna Kazazian in memory of their parents. Thecheon
committee was chaired by Seta Baldadian. A spaaiaiversary booklet was prepared by Yn. Gayandalan.

The Hollywood Armenian community traces its ot the late 1930s, when Armenians first begasettle in South
Florida. The first house of worship was purchase®liami in 1951, and consecrated as St. John tipi€8aChurch in
1953. In the late 1980s, when the building had dzgand repair, the parish sold the property amgvdrp plans to erect
a new church.

In February 1996, His Holiness Karekin I, thielI8upreme Patriarch and Catholicos of All Armesjdilessed the
ground for St. Mary Church during his first histopontifical visit to the United States. Within twears construction
was completed, and the present-day building wasemoated as St. Mary Church on December 13, 1998.

Public Relations of the Diocese of the ArmenianrCindEastern)

The Pastor and Parish Council would like to thdrk16th Anniversary committee chaired by Seta Bh#ta Bedo and Anna
Kazazian, for sponsoring the celebratory lunchétarput Esmerian, Esq., for serving as the Mast&eaveémonies, our talented
youth, for their performances, Claudia Lusararfansinging the National Anthems, Armand Dilanchiéor offering remarks on
behalf of the Parish Council, and all our pariskisnand friends, for being part of the 16th ansiagr and contributing in many
ways. God bless our church, our families and childand grant us many more anniversaries alwayster.







FIYI YV II VY YT YV PV VYV YYYYYY Y S

" # $% &&

0% I' &(

)
* 41

&HH&- ((%. ] $%

%..-H# 0. " %. '#
& 1
0.2& . %. 3 &(
P =

353030 e e 00 et e 0 et e et
53030 e e 030 et e300t e et

i B i B B B B B B B B B B B B B B B B B B B B B

Many thanks to the amazing altar servers, choir be¥mand our
youth for the dedication and lovely service thefgofo their
church, and in return, they receive the blessirfgsanl.



Pledge Card Form

Yes, | want to pledge a monthly, (by-monthly or quarterly) donation to my church.

Name P fll €ase support your
C -
Address t urch and contribute
O the well bej ng of
City State Zip your parish
Phone (H) (W) Thank you!
(Cell) Email
Wel/l hereby pledge our/my gift of $ to be offered
Monthly By-monthly Quarterly
Starting on (month/dayl/year).
Signature Date

Please cut and mail this form with your donatioistoMary. Thank you!

What are the elements that lead us to fellowshipPRAYER -Is one of the ways that lead us
to fellowship.

“Forbearing one another in love.”

Do we do as the Apostle says? Are we eager totamaithe unity of the Spirit? Christ is the cermiéour
community and it is through Him and by Him that become part of the Christian circle, the many mesibe
of one Body, and thus, we enter into the fellowsififaith.

Fellowship or partnership in Jesus is not sometthagywe should be looking for somewhere out there,
within the boundaries of our own parish or churdilsv It is not a program, a set of rules, traais or
cultural and social elements. It is the seedsibh that are given to us by God through the Smbout which,
Jesus speaks and tells us the story of the sofiviir.13:3-9). The seeds are given to us abundabitlysome
fall along the path and are devoured by the bwtsers fall among the thorns and the thorns chioeknt some
others fall on the rocks and because there iswtigh soil, the sun rises and they wither away. &other
seeds fall in good soil and bring forth a hundreld-f Without a solid foundation of faith, our f@ship in
Christ cannot sustain. Are we the good soil? Wikl be worthy to the calling we are called féaith in
Jesus must grow within us day-by-day and beconrea ghrub upon which the birds of the sky can make
nests in its branches. (Mt. 13:32)
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You may also choose to sponsor a

.‘m manuscript painting to be hung
wl e in the church
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‘ 12:30 pm Thursday 25 — Christmas
%« ﬁ'? St. Stephan the Martyr Deacon
e MENU
—_— Saturday 27 — Holy Apostles St. Peter and St. Paul
Soujouk with Eggs
Cheese ‘Beorek’
Stuffed grape leaves Monday 5 — Armenian Christmas Eve
Bagel with cream cheese & jelly Holy Badarak 6:30 pm
Armenian string cheese Tuesday 6 - SOORP DZNOUNT Liturgy - 10:30 am
White beans ‘Piaz’
Tomatoes, cucumbers & olives
Fruits 10:00 am
Dessert & coffee Sunday 11 - Blessing of Water - 10:30 am
Soda or bottle water Armenian Brunch - 12:30 pm
Sunday School Children’s Program
All Inclusive Saturday 31 — FOOD & MUSIC FEST
Adults: $15; Students: $10 St. Sarkis the Commander
Sun. School kids:$5
Hot dogs, chips and juice Sunday 1 — FOOD & MUSIC FEST
¥
> 1 G $
-5 s =
/$ +)? |
. . . I+ Bon Fire
Sunday Divine Liturgy S 1 oG 4 $
Starts at 10:30 am > 1% O# JOH2H(/(
Join us for prayer and fellowship ? 1) I # 1@8' 18
Dear Parishioners, Sunday 29 — PALM SUNDAY
If you haven’t been receiving mail from March 30 — April 4 - Holy Week

St. Mary, please inform us of your current mailing
address, so we can correct our mailing data antd mai

you our church news.
_ Sunday 5 — HOLY EASTER / RESURRECTION
Please, e-mail us atmaryfl@aol.com OF OUR LORD CHRIST JESUS




4050 NW 100 Ave. Hollywood, FL 33024. Tel: 954-45878; E-mail: stmaryfl@aol.com

Hall Can Accommodate Up To 225 Guests
Hard Wood Dance Floor

Large Bar & Commercial Kitchen

Beautiful Courtyard

Caterer Available Upon Request

Perfect for any of your upcoming events!

Weddings, Christenings, Anniversaries,
Family Reunions, Sweet Sixteen,
Business Meetings, Alumni Events
And any other event you can think of!



